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The Epiſtle Dedicaiory 


bute to your eternal Benefit: Na, ſuch 15 
the Perfection of his Nature, that tis im- 
5 or him every to err in the "ordering 
and diſpoſal "of Events,” or to fall into un- 
due Meaſures m any one Branch of bis Pro- 
vidence. And even while Clouds and. 
Darkneſs are round about him, Righ- 
ceouſneſs and J| udgment are the Habi. 
tation of his Throne. Inſtead therefore 
of repining at any of his Appointments, it 
concerns us to be ſilent before bim, and at 
all times to rejeice and bat our raft in 
him. "\.vH 
Aud with Rs to the Deceas d, ſince 
you have ſo much reaſon to believe that ber 
Change is infinitely for her Advantage, you 
have the leſs Reofor to lament the Ta of 
her Company and agreeable Society, and 
none at all tomourn as thoſe who have 
no Hope. 
You have long ſince been convinc d, — am 
well ſatisfy'd, that All is Vanity; 


the more you think of this, the leſs you: Sin 

grieve at the Loſs of any Friend. FI 
all here be Vanity), tis no more. ſtrange 
eu Hiend font die, then that any other 
 - natural 
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natural Event. ſhould. happen. -.. Which when 
we conſider, . we muſt hoe believe, that 
our real Ha pineſs lies in ſonething big ber, 
tho we are both allow d and oblig d to "= 
our Friends and Relations: nd therefore 
when Death deprives us of them, aur main 
Intereſt may yet be. ſafe.; - which is 4 Mer- 
cy too great to be e ary? d, and too on 
to be 1 l 3 


Yet 3 or later 15 4 ber Leave. + 
it, and purſues | 4 freſh Object, which, 
when acquir d, . proves as n/atisfying as the 


former. Ang thus 25 wi continue always 


in Ae reſtleſs and | uneaſy, till ſhe comes 
STE 

od. For as Ma leads. to 
that which 3 is ultimate, ſo 4 created and in- 
feriour Ca, to the increated and ſupreme $1 

which till we are 1 4 of, and do 71. 
. A 3 we 
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all never 1 know what erfect Ha 
12 * For 5 9 4 5 2 
make « our ſelves | miſerable for the Lofs of 
that, which neyer had it in its power to 
male vs compleatly happy. „ | 
And did we but attend to it, daily Expe- 
rience would" teach us the hes Doctrine, 
which the wiſe Anthor of my Text hath done ; 
and we could not hut fee "he the World, 
as well as Man, goes on in a, Fate 
aring to be famething, and boaſtin 
Hp _— when tis a dr 2 Trifte, or 574 
may be allow d the Expreſſion) © gilded No- 
hays” Wilt thou, ſays Scheren, ſet 
thine Eyes upon that: which is not? 
As if be * the World,” and every thing 
belonging to it, en- entity, or mere Fig- 
ment of the Bras 7 Or, as if it were an 
Idol, as fure enough tis, which, in the 
words of the Apoſtle, is nothing but the 
Fittion of vain aid deluded Men. 
"However, 17 not my Deſign, in any 
"ing LT have ſaid of the Pani of the World 
8 . more than it. 
wh Solom on's in "the worde f my Tat, 
to vilify n Jar, of. ic Ge For . 
eee * Vat 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatdry. 
vain as the World is, "tis ſo noble a Strue- 
ture, as in uo reſpect to be unworthy of "its 

Author. And in it the great Architect hath 
c tlearh ſhewn the Immenſity of his Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, as well as his eternal Power 
and Godhead, \When therefore any thing is 
there ſpoken diminutively of the World, tis 
to be underſtood not in an abſolute but com- 
parative ſenſe. Nor is the World to be 
then conſider d under any ſuch View, as it 
refers and leads to God; but as it uſurps his 
Place, and ſets it ſelf in it. And by the 
World nothing elſe is intended, many times, 
but the Luſts and Vanities of it; which the 
Tempter makes uſe of to betray us into Sin, 
and thereby into Rum. And this J mention 
for the ſake of thoſe, who, perhaps, will 
think I have been too long, both in detecting 
the Vanity, and diſſuading from the Love of 
the World. | 8 8 
But was this, MADAM, the greateſt 
Fault of the Diſcourſe now laid before You, 
T ſhould not much be concernd at it: For 
tis what, I would not doubt, you ll eaſily 
pardon, as I have reaſon to hope you will 
any other Exceptions it may be liable to; 
A4 eſpecially 


The rpm. Dd 


eſpecially f ſo nee "tis owing to your ſelf and 
your | honour d Father, who bath: bears. * 
that tis nom made publick. 


That by all which is ſaid in it, and by 
what elſe you have ſeen, or may yet ſee, 
cf the Vanity of the Creature, you may be 
the more devoted to God, ond; united to 
him, is the ſincert Prayer of 


MAD AM, 


I 


ES | ( * AD) | 
Your very Reſpectful Humble Survant, 


l 
DO . 
n, | N 
CY7-2\ 


* 1 
* . 


JOHN FILKES. 
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A Funeral Sermon pn the Death 
That all muſt die, ſave thoſe whom the 
Apoſtle excents. wiz, ſuch as. Mall- be 
Ve e CH, ib very 
at we may well ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 


rt 89.48. What Man is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee 


62. 9. 


39s 5o 


dis down and tells us, Al « Vanig. 


Death? And in this ſenſe, as the ſame in- 
ſpir'd Author ſpeaks, Men of low Degree are 
Vanity, 4 en of high Dærie a Lye: yea, 
eve) Man at his beſt State, is altogether Vanſty. 

But as vain as we all are, we have none 
of us the Vanity not to deſire to be happy. 
This Deſire is ſo natural to us, that it en- 


ters into our Beings, and can't be ſeparated 
from them. And yet, alas! ſo great is the 


Depravity of human Nature, that we are 
ready to place our Happineſs in any thing, 


rather than that wherein, it really conſiſts 


will ſhew us any good? than *tis to ſeek it in 
preſent and periſhing things, - - — 

But as apt as we are to admire theſe, and 
build our Hopes upon them, Solomon, who 
apply'd himſelf to this Search, to find out the 


deſir'd Felicity, met with nothing but Diſ- 


appointment in it: For tho by his great 


Wifdom and long study he had made 1 


large Progreſs, and try'd many Experiments 
this way; yet at laſt finding all his Eſſa 


and Attempts fruitleſs, and the Hopes he' 


had rais d upon them ſapt and baffled, ho" 
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of Mes. SARAH WRIGHT. 


In which words. this celebrated, Preacher 
ves us the Sum of what he defign'd te 
uf of in this Book, which is to ſhew 

the Vanity of all things in this World. An 
he brings them in with the preceding part 
the Verſe, without” any Preface, or arch 
Tranſition; even in as ſurprizing a man- 
ner, ag the melancholy News Was brought 
to moſt of our Ears, of rhe Pee of our 
beloved and Chriſtian Friend, whoſe Fu: 
neral Sermon we are now to attend unto. 
And 'twete well, if, by all, we were ſa 
furpriz'd into the Conſideration of our lat: 
ter End, as never to forget it, or our Dur 
ty to him, ho is the onl Source. of ou 


44 


Being and Bleſfedneſs: An who but would x 


wiſh for this, that conſiders all _befides is 
A ee 
Under this Limitation then we are to 


* 


ry for obraining, a ſhare therein, Religion 


and Godlineſs? This is the Wiſdom he 


had in view in 4 
is very plain from the Concluſion of it, where 
he enjoins us to fear God, and keep his Comp. 
andments. So that by Al here, he means, 
rhe” Flatteries, valn Appearances, and de-, 
an L $1 0 W. 34 luding 
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A Blda S ermon on on the Death : 


luding Objects of this World; the Wiſdom 
Riches Honours and Pleaſures of it. And 
this ſeems farther evident, from the Enu- 
meration . he makes of all thoſe Things 
which Men are apt extravagantly to eſteem, 
and ſet their Hearts upon. 

Now that which he affirms of all theſe, 
is, not only that they are vain, but V 
Nay, as in the former part of the Verle, 
Vanity of Vanities ;, that is to ſay, they are 
moſt vain, even beyond what Words can 
expreſs, or to. the laſt degree of Vanity. 
And if it be ask d, On what account is the 
World thus vain! ? The Anſwer is, Tis 
vain for thoſe Purpoſes, to which the ge- 
nerality of Men are wont to apply it; — 
is, tis unable to make them tax aud 
compeatly happy. 

I deny not but the things Lt this Life are 
3504 70 uſe in their place, and ſerve divers 
Purpoſes; but whenever we think to 
Errakt a real Happineſs from them, and tor- 
ture Nature never ſo much for that purpoſe, 
they will ſurely diſappoint us, and prove 
but Vanity to us; they will in no wiſg ſatis- 
J's Craving of our Minds, nor anſwer 
e Expectations we have from them. And 

it muſt likewiſe be own'd that Vanity when 
apply'd to ſublunary Things, often es 
the Inconſtancy, Wat and compara-. 


tive Worthleſneſs of them; but even from 


ence, as alſo from our own Frailty, we 
| may 


w. 


may juſtly infer that nothing here below 
can be the chief Good or Happ me of Man. 
Tis alſo true, that this World, and all the 
I in it, are, as God hath ſaid; wy 
pet of their Kind and defign” 
Ends; alias we we ſpeak of Good univ , 
and in the higheſt Senſe, ſo they are not 
good, except in our wild Conceits. Nay, * 
tho the Bleſſings of this Life come under 
the denomination of Good, as they are the 
Effects of God's Goodneſs, and contain'd in 
his Promiſes, yet are they not good with-" 
out limitation, but only in a certain re- 
ſpect: For as theſe are freq panes bi pi diſpensd' Mar. 3. 4% 
in a promiſcuous manner to the Evil and to | 
the Good, fo a proſperous State in this World  *' ? 
is o far from ſecuring us againſt the Mi. 1 
ſeries of another, that it oſten betrays into 
Sin, the Cauſe of Perdition, or e beck ug. 
or other proves hurtful to us. . 
In a word therefore, ſuch and ſo great is 

the Vanity of this World, that it can ne- 

ve — that Satisfaction and Reſt of 
Miu, which is e to make us com 
"_ happy 20 BIG 
in ſpeaking to this Subject, 
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* Among the many Arguments which ' 
N be brought to ſhew d 
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of Ve World to ab us s truly and 2 
P be ppy, 1 ſpall chien RON en 
1 . The k Fi ALL? che World. (14 Se 
| Y The Nature and Capacity of the. Soul 
[ of Man. 171 i 
if 3- The Diſproportiou and Difference b be- 
bi tween the Soul and the World. off 
1 1, As to this World, Solomon, upon ma- 
ture Thoughts, as you have heard, drelarts! 
all. to be Vanity; from whom if we diſſent, 
as. by our Actio ons, for the moſt pant, we 
5 ſeem to 57 tis not becauſe we have more 
but leſs Wiſdom than he had. And im like 
manner the inſpir'd Plalmiſt tells us, that he 
5. had Jeon n End, not only of this and tb- 
F ay ut. of a. Fefe And not only 
1 . our Saviour's Doctrine, which requires us 
4 an . firſt to 72 the Kingdom of Geil and his Righs' 
— 1 teouſueſi, hut his Example alſo ſpeaks plainly 
m_ and full to this purpoſe »/ For would he 
{i have neglected the Riches, Honours, and 
1 125 urgs of this 1 a8 he did ee 
it] appineſs we are ing have; 
been found in them? Or would hagthen 
4 have enjoin'd his Diſciples to renouß and 
forſake the World? We may well ſüppoſt, 
= he would rather haveredcourag'd: them to 
haye try'd to get it, by bending their Stu- 
w and .Labgurs that Way. But inſteal 
0 by a zus the Rvangeliſts fully ſhewzlhe'! 
ſt&nuoully preſsd the quite Contrary. And 
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of Mrs. SARAH WRIGHT. 13 
ſo far was he from flattering Men in their 4 
worldly Hopes, that he expreſſy told them 
A: May's Life conſiſteth nor in the abundance ß Lake 12. 
the things which he poſſeſſeth. And by that 
wretched Fool, mention'd in the ſame 
Fes he repreſents to us the miſerable 

tate of him that lazeth ap Treaſare for hin, ver. 21. 
ſelf, and is not rich — 2 Wherefore 
we may juſtiy ſay of every carnal Perſon, 
who is in queſt aſter an earthly Good, and 
Satisfaction in it, as our — dil of the 
unclean Spirit going out of a Man, FIA. 12. 
walketh thro dry Places, ſeeking Reſt and findeth*3: 
none. And in ſuch a Purſuit: 8 this we 
only vex and tantalize, yea cheat and. de- 
ceive our ſelves; for we reach aſter that * | 
can never obtain, and embrace Shadow; 
eee 
ject: . And; ſince: = World thus: deceives 
us, "tis WAY to obſerve, that, like the Reli- 
gion of too many, ti only an empty Shew y; 
or, .as ſome have ſaid of human Life; d 
Dream of 4 Way, And did we but belt 
the. World of its falſe. Appearances, / atid! 
mk off its Mask, we eould not but eaſily 
15 9 Was Npaicy- Wa _ then ſew! 
t 1 uman Know [Learning 

Wiſdom; and of the Beauty; Health 

and ere of the Body. But on theſa 
ot at preſent to inſiſt; but 


= Firſt, Of che Varied 05 
ures and . Delights of Senſe: And, 
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16 A Funeral Sermon on the Deatßʒß 
Secondly, - Of 'the Vanity of Riches and 
Honours; 'which'tho they are at the diſpoſal 
of a Divine Providence, are often call & 
the Goods of Fortune. r 

(i.) I will begin with carnal Mirth and 
ſenſual Delights; or, what the Author to 
Heb. 11. the Hebrews calls, The Pleaſures of Sin. The 
*5 Vanity of which betrays it ſelf, in that they 
are inferior to the Pleaſures and Enjoyments 
even of the Brutes, as being in the Opinion 
of many leſs exquiſite and intenſe, and at- 
- tended however with great Fear, Remorſe, 
Shame, and Guilt, from the Reflections of 
which the Enjoyments of Brutes receive no 
allay. Impure Pleaſures, inſtead of Profit 
and Contentment, requite the Admirers of 
Prov. 14 them with Anguiſh and Shame; and evey i 
„ Laughter the Heart is oftentimes ſorromful. 
The Gratifications of inordinate Luft are' of. 
ten follow'd with great Horrors, and "er. 
cutting Reflections, and don't give near ſo 
much Pleaſure to the Body, as Torment to 
the Mind; and the Reliſh which ſome ſeem 
to have of them is as ſoon loſt, as the Image 
of a Seal on the fluid Waters. And he who 7 
hath ſpent the Day in Revelling and Excefs, | 
differs nothing at Night from him who hath | 
he'd all the while in Sobriety and Tempe- 
rance; ſave that the one hath thoſe inward 
Regrets, and is haunted with thoſe Furies; 
which the other knows nothing of. But as 
ſhort · liv d and vaniſhing — 


* ; * 
. 


the Sorrow ſucceeding it will prove very 
tedious. The Pain will ſettle and fix in the 

moſt ſenſible Patt, and the Hook continue 

to ſtick, when the Pleaſure of the Bait is 

” over and paſt. And what a poor Enjoy- 
ment is that, which can't endure the Re- 
flections of our Minds, without filling them 

with Shame and Guilt, Bitterneſs and Re- 
mörſe? 2% od mog Jo noi zi 212013 

And when we. have made the moſt we 

can of our Pleaſyres, we va enjoy them 

but a very ſhort Seaſon. For as our Liſe, 
when extended to its ordinary, or even lon- 

geſt meaſure, is but an Hag Breadth, and Jam. 4.14- 
4 V apour that appeareth. furt little time, and 

then vaniſbeth aw; ſo “ Pleaſure, that great Practical 
«. Witch, ſays. Dr. Barra, which 10 in- Dice 


; Jof our lat- 
“ chants the World, and allures Mankind. 1 


„ into Sin and Miſery, is, more tranſitory 2-5 20. 
« than the ſhorteſt Life, and dies in 
* very Enjoyment.“ And wwhaty a greateg 


- . 


Author ſuggeſts. tous of the Fools Laughs 
ter, when he compares it to the crackling cd. 7. 6. 


or noiſe of Thorns under a Pot, holds true 
of all carnal Delights; which, to purſue 
the Metaphor, are but, as Dr. Lucas expreſſes Practical 


it, &a ſudden Blaze, that: flaſhes, and then qe 


« dies.” While therefore we ſeek to retain 
our. Pleaſures, and delight our- ſelves in 
them, we thereby extinguiſh, and idftant+ 
ly loſe them. And many of them, which 
come recommended * us under the ſpe· 
WT cCcious 
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18 A Funeral Sermon on the Death 


cious Names of Recreation and Diverſion, 
are rather conceited than real, having their 
Foundation not fo much in Nature, as in 
Fancy and Humour; fo that we often ſee; 
what 1s entertaining to one, is to another 
a Burden and Toil. And even thoſe we 
moſt reliſh,we often outlive, and oftner ſhift 
and grow weary of them. And indeed 
there is none of them but we ſhall ſurvive 
Ecd.12. 1. and take our farewel of, when Solomon's 
evil Day ſhall overtake us, tho Death ſhould 
ſpare us longer. 

(2.) As for Wealth, Honours and Pre- 
ferment, they have no leſs a Degree of Va- 
nity : For upon In we ſhall. find, that 
none of them are ry, but rather ſu- 
rfluous, to the great Ends of Life. And 
ore if, — rant Branches, they are 
lopt off from us, we may enjoy Life 5 
enough without them, and better in all 
gn than many who. abound with 

them. And as ly as they are con- 
tended for, tis but a little while, and they 
will all diſappear and dwindle into nothing. 
Where are the proud Pharaohs, and re- 
nown'd Czſars,- # = once made ſo = 
Figure in the World? Nay, what Remains 
ars there of ſome of theſe, fave only their 
Names, which ſignify very little to us, and 
juſt nothing to them? Nor need we con- 
fine our Reflections to any of theſe, or bring 


chem down to thoſe of later times nearer . 
| home, 


oo” 


l } ay 


of Mrs. 8 ARA WR Ien * 19 
home, or among our ſelves; for we have 
many Inſtances of thofe who have liv*d to 
fee the Ruins of their own Greatneſs. So 
operons, are the Turns of Providence, 
and Viciflicudes of earthly things! Ma 
Examples of this kind might be given, as 
of Haman, ' Adonibezek, the Prince of 'Tyras, Eh. 6. 7. 
and feveral of the Kings of 4 25 N J'S 1 
hoahaz, Jehoikchim, Zlekiah, 8c. * © | Exch. 28. 
ms taken this ſhort View of the Va- 7-7: 
nity of Riches and Hononrs'in' the general, 23.334. 
JF Tl now proceed to conſider them apart, and: Kn 
3 fomewhar more diſtinctiy. And, 7 a 
1 As to Riches, how tempting ſoever they 5, &. 
may ſeem to be, and as prone as we are to 
place our Confidence 8 they are ve- _ 
ry uncertain in the poſſeffion: For, as the! Tim. s. 
iſeman ſays, they make” rlhemſefver Wings, por. 23.6. 
and fy away, notwithſtanding all our Care 
to preſerve them. And elfewhere, to ſhew 
us of what little account they are, he af. 
ſures us, that Riches N in the Day of Prox. 11.4 


Wrath; and therefore can't, Hke RH 

= — —ä— — — — — — 
d theſe might be aided, with mwuny' ot hert, Tatquitius N 
n bus, Hannibal, TR ' Romanus III. (an Ears. 
Emperor) Charles King of Caſtile, Arragon, c. Demetrius 


Ning of Matedon, Dionyſius II. Ning of Syracuſe, and Sar- 9 
danapalus rhe laſt of the old Aſſyrian Monarchs; whoſe Treaſure 
* re is t to have been to the Value of an Hundred 
Millions of Talents of Gold, and a Thouſand Millions of Tu- 
- Jets of Silver; but having loſt hit Poder, and being diftreſe'd, 
=; 11 all, with himſelf, his Wives anq Eunyohs, in one 
' Funer | "TY 
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neſs, deliver from Death. And as he tells us 


Ch.27. 24. in another place, that Riches are not for ever; 


Jam. 1.11. 


ſo neither is the rich Man himſelf, as St. 
James ſays, but like the Flower of the Graf; 
that ſoon fades and paſſeth away, leaving a 

behind him. ..And could, we ſecure our 


Mat. 6.19. Treaſure * Moth and Raft, yet Thieves 


may break thro and ſteal it, as ſafe; as we ma 
think our Houſes to be; and even thoſe 


Parts of it, which ſeem to be moſt ſolid, as 


Silver and Gold, are nevertheleſs, as the 


Apoſtle Peter tells us, corraptible things. 


Let us next take a View of the Honours 


and Grandeur of the World, which may, 


I confeſs, make one Perſon a fair Mark of 
another's Envy, but add nothing to his real 
Value and intrinfick Goodneſs: and when 
we go off the Stage of this World, as we 
ſhortly muſt, it will ſignify little to us, whe- 
ther we have acted a noble or deſpicable 2 

part in it. For the greateſt Character and 
moſt honourable Title, how much ſoever it 

may ſwell us with vain Pride and imagi- 
nary Felicity, will remain with us no longer 


than the Scene ſhall laſt. And, Oh! how 


Prov. 27. 
24. 


often, and ſuddenly too, do we ſee the Scene 
ſhifted? So true is it, that Man, being in 
Honour, abideth not; neither doth the-Crown 
endure to every Generation. What can be 


more uncertain and precarious than the 
Honour and Applauſe of Men? If we exa- 
mine into its Tenure, we ſhall find tis 


held 


# Cracify him. Nor is it in it ſelf but a thin 
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held and enjoy'd at the Courteſy of ano- 
ther, and depends upon the fickle Humours 
of Men, whoſe Behaviour many times is 
not unlike that of the Jews to Chri#, who 
one day cry'd Haſannab, and another day, 


J 


and airy Bubble, driven and broken by the” 


Blaſt almoſt of every Breath. And indeed 
thoſe temporal things, which may ſeem molt 


* 


F 
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ſubſtantial and ſolid, will, if we go about 
to graſp them, ſlip from us as ſoon as any 


of the reſt, and prove themſelves but mere 
Shadows. Nor can any of them give that 
Satisfaction and Peace to our Minds, as will 
equal the Vexation and Trouble which at- 


> 
. 

* 
* 
* 


c 


tends them. Worldly Grandeur, that Idol 


of ambitious Minds, what is it but a ſtu- 


pendous and dreadful Precipice, from whence 
many have fallen and been daſh'd to pie- 


ces? And therefore well may the Pſalmiſt 


ual ſuch Ad ancements ſlippery Places, We 
ittle think what Care ſome have to main- 


Plal, 73, 
Is 


I 


tain” their Port and Character, leſt other · 


wiſe they ſink into Contempt and Diſgrace; 
or how much they are troubled and dif. 
order'd, when'they miſs of the Honour they 
have been in purſuit of. A ſmall Affront 
or Slight; be it never ſo trivial, is fufficient, 


are Diadems and Crowns, as glittering as 
they appear, without their Troubles and 
a % «SP 3 Diſ- 


8 
188 
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in proud Spirits, to imbitter much Honour, 
"as we ſce-in the Inſtance: of Hams. Nor 
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Diſquietude. Conſtantive the Great, as EA- 

ſebius relates, thought his Office to be more 
troubleſam and laborious, than that of a 

Shepherd. And even an Heathen Mo- 

narch, who was under no Temptation to 

decry, as many do, what he could not reach, 

„ told his Friend, who admir'd his Happi- 
Ja nefs, and (as Biſhop Downhaw ſays). “ mea- 
bar 2. © fur'd his inward Comfort and Content- 
| 4.13. $3-< ment by his outward Rule,” that if he 
knew with how many Evils that Diadem of 

his was repleniſh'd, he would not take it up, 

tho he found it on a Dunghil. And the Em- 

peror 111 7 amidſt the Glory of his Tri- 

umph, is {aid to have reflected on the Folly 


of ſo tedious a Vanity. And indeed b 


the Cares and Perils of crown'd Heads are 
generally more and greater than we can 
eaſily think, or, if we knew them, would 
with to feel. And would time allow us to 
run thro the ſeveral States and Conditions 
of human Life, we ſhould find them all 
not only to be Vanity, but Vexation of Spi- 
rit. But I muſt now proceed to the Con- 
i1Jeration of the ſecond thing propos d. 
2. Lhe next thing to be conſider'd, is the 
Nature and Capacity of the Soul of Man; 
Which being of a Divine Nature and Ori- 
ginal, can take up its Reſt in none but 
Him from whom it deriv'd irs Being. For 
as. the Rivers return into the Sea, from 
Whence they came; ſo our Souls, vhich in | 
. F | a 
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a peculiar Senſe are calld, God's, Ofpring, 
can never be happy, or reach their En 
till they. ſo return as to unite themſelves to 
him. And tho their Deſires ate, and ſhould 
be, under the Limits of the Divine Will, 
vet they are boundleſs as to the Good to 
which they aſpire, and the Happineſs they 
purſue. Not finding it therefore in one 
thing, they make tryal of another, and fo -: -* 
go on with freſh. Experiments, or ſtill e. 
peat the ſame, always reſtleſs and unea 

till they light upon the N 

jet, While Man fought his Happineſs at 
firſt in God his Maker, *twas not poſſible 

that he ſhould miſs of it; but ſeeking it, 

as now, in the Creature, his Attempts are 

Z only like filling a Steve with Water, all vain 

and fruitleſs. And on this account we may 

all ſay with the Church in the Lament ations, 

We laboar, and hive no Reff. _;Nor is it Lam, 53. 
ſtrange that it ſhould be ſo, fince thoſe ve 
ry things which are entertaining in the Pur- 

221 give nothing but Trouble and Diſap- 
pointment in the Enjoyment; of which we 

can't want Evidence, whenever we do but 

reflect on our. ſelves. If nothing ſhort of 

God can fill the Capacity of our Souls, and 
Compleat our Happineſs: ia the next World, 

much leſs in this. Tis not, we all know, 

the Light of the Stars, but of the Sun that 
makes Day; and tis only the Preſence of 

Cod that makes mm to be really fo — 

5 B 4 his 
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his People. Not the Magnificence and 
Splendour of the Place, nor the Glory of 
its Inhabitants, nor the Melody of their 
Songs, nor the Agreeableneſs of their Con- 
verſation, ſeparate from God, would make 
us truly p What ſolid Ha ppineſs then 
n the beſt Ehjoyments eſ this World af. 
rd? When therefore the Pſalmiſt had 
PAL 73. ſa id, Whom have I in Heaven but thee ? he 
might very well add, And there is none ap- 
on Earth tut I deſire beſides, or in compariſon 
of Thee. * 123 
3. Let us now proceed to the laſt thing to 
be conſider'd, which is, the Diſproportion 
between the things of this World, and the 
Soul of Man. And here the Difference 
will be found ſo great, that we may as well 
think to ſatisfy our Hunger with a Shadow, 
or fill our Hand with Knowledg and Learn- 
ing, as the Soul with the World; every 
thing of the one being, in a manner, as little 
ſuited to the Faculties of the other, as Sounds 
to the Organ of Sight, or Colours to that of 
Hearing. That the Difference is thus great 
between the World and the Soul, will be 
very evident to all, who conſider not only 
the Diſagreement in their Nature, but alſo 
their Inequality in Duration. As to both of 
which, Who is there but muſt ſay of the 
16.28. 20. World, in the words of the Prophet, The 
Bed is ſhorter than that 4 Man can ſiretch him- 
ſelf on it, and the Covering narromer than "_ 
. 4 
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1 PA wrap himſelf in it? And that this | 
Aiſproportion muſt breed uneaſineſs and diſ- 
let, ſure; all wilt” readily grant. 
Tho we may therefore, 3 find 
ſomething here to gratify and pleaſe dur 
animal and ſenſitive Part; yet that which is 
rational and more noble, will at the ſame 
time languiſh and pine away, for want of 
ſuitable Food to refreſh and nouriſh it. 
Which, till Grapes are gather'd of Thorns, 
this World can't afford. . 1 
For, as to Honours, they are ſo much like , 
Ephraim's Food, the Wind, that our Souls can C 
never be ſatisfied with them. The whole 
World, as we are told, could not anſwer 
the Ambition of one Monarch. e 
And as to the Pleaſures of the World, 
they are as little ſuited to give us Content- 
ment; fince common Experience ſhews us, 
that the more we ſeek to — out ſelves 
with them, the more our Paſſions heigh- 
ten and grow upon us, and maflave us to 
them. ou AE nr 
In the ſame, manner alſo do Riches affect 
us, Whenever they are made the Object of 
our inordinate Purſuits. For, while we raiſe 
our Fortunes, we but increaſe: our Deſires, 
and put them into a ſtronger Motion, inſtead 
of giving them Reſt and Satisfaction. And 
© inſatiate are our Appetites, When the 
Reins are given em, and they are let looſe 
on the World, that whatever be our Ac- 
ä queſts, 
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queſts, they'll, grow in Proportion with, nay 
in reater Degrees than our Eſtates. For, 
thele Deſires flowing from Nature, as dif, | 
eaſed, the Caſe is not unlike that of a Man 
in a Fever, when what he greed, drinks 
ſatisfy and quench his Thirſt, doth but 
the. more. provoke and inrage it. And to 
ſhew us the Nature of Riches by their Name, 
they are call'd by him, who beſt knew em, 
Luke 16. The Mammon of Unrighteowſneſs. The Rea: © 
9. ſon of which probably is, not ſimply as 
they are many times unjuſtly got, and con- 
verted to wrong Purpoſes; but becauſe 
mes. they are lying and deceitful ; not juſt and 
Critic. in true to What they ſeem to promiſe, nor to 
loc. the Confidence, or Hope repoſed in them 
by their Admirers. And in this ſenſe, as 
rhe prove falſe to us, who but ſees how 
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aptly they are oppoſed by our Saviour, in 
= Application of his Parable, unto the true 
Riches, which alone can content us? And 
to put this matter out of all Diſpute, we 
are expreſly told, that he that loveth Silver, 
ſpall not be ſatisfied with Silver; nor he that 
toweth repo with Increaſe, The rich Man 


therefore, ſpoken of in the Parable, did ame- 
fully miſtake, and abundantly merit the diſ- 
graceful Name God gave him of 4 Fool, in 
promiſing Reſt to his Soul, upon the account 
of his full Granaries and Barns: As if a 
Plenty of that kind, ſo diſproportionate to 
the Nature and AfﬀeQions of an , 
1 ta 
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tal Spirit, could ſatisfy and content it: to 

imagine which, is doubtleſs to contradict 4 
the Experience of all Mankind. For who  _ - - 
is there, whatever others think of him, 0 
but muſt be canſcious to himſelf, of an in- 
ward Want, amidſt his outward Plenty; 
and that his Soul will be ſtill empty, if not 
3 qtherwiſe ſupply'd? _ | F a] 
Nor ſhould it be wondred at, if the Soul 
can derive no ſolid Happineſs from the 
things of this World, which is unable to 
ſatisty even our bodily Senſes. For, as the 
Z Wiſe Man tells us, The Eye is not ſatisfied Eccleſ. 1.8. 
with ſeeung, nor the Ear fild with hearing. 
I be fame Leffon we may learn from the 
Vice of the Creatures themſelves, who, if | 
2 not- at. preſent, yet however at laſt do all 
7 confeſs Happineſs is not to be found in 
them. The Depth ſaith it is not in me. + and Job28.14. 
the Sea: ſaith it is not with me. And the fame 

ge ſpeak all the reſt. I don't deny 

but the World bids high for our Hearts, as. 
Z knowing it can never hurt us, unleſs it gain 
them. And therefore it promiſes not only 
to fill our Houſes, but like wiſe our Deſires; 
and to ſtand by us in the time of our great- 
et Extremity, as well as give a Supply to 
our ' preſent Wants. But. what of all this 2» 
doth it perform? For tho to entice the ig- 4 
norant and unwary Traveller, it ſtrews his 
way with Flowers, and adorns it with all 
the Delights of Senſe; yet at the ſame time, 
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to intrap him, *tis full of Gins and deadly 
Pits. And when it makes the greateſt Pre- 
2 Sam. 20. kences of Friendſhip to us, it either, as Joab, 
9. falls treacherouſly upon us; or, like'Dalilab, 
calls in our greateſt Enemies; to inſult and 
ruin us. But it treats Writs Admirers in 
che. manner which Solomon ſays of the ſtrange 
Prov. 8. Woman, Her Lips arop 4 4B Honey-Comb, 
3, 4 5- and her Mouth is ſmoother than Oil: Bat her 
End is bitter as Wormmood, ſharp 4s a two-eaged 
Sword. Her Feet ga down to Death; her Steps 
take hold: on Hell, Thus while the World, 
with fair Words and Flatteries, gains on 
our Credulity, and raiſeth our 1 it 
only deceives us; as the Serpent, through 
the like Methods, beguiled Eve. Nor is it 
to be wonderꝰd at, if it proves ſuch a Lyar to 
us; ſince he, who is call'd the God of -this 
World, whom it obeys and ſerves, was no- 
toriouſly ſo to our firſt Parents. But tho, 
in imitation of him, it tells us, that if we'll 
but hearken to it, we ſhall be as happy as 
Gods; yet if we addreſs and apply our 
ſelves to it for what it promiſeth, but can't 
give, ſolliciting it to fill our Hearts as well 
as our Houſes, twill at laſt be provok'd to 
ſpeak the Truth, and will anſwer us, like 
Gen. 30. 2. the Patriarch to his Conſort, Am I in God 
ead? p 2 190! 
f And could we but prevail upon our ſelves 
to ſpeak the Sentiments of our Minds, we 
muſt neceſſarily agree with the Creatures 
In 
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in this their Suffrage: For upon due Re- 
flection, we muſt eaſily perceive, that when 
we enjoy, what before we deſired, we, in 
many Inſtances, grow weary of it; and 
quickly confeſs our uneaſineſs, by purſuing 
; Smething elſe. And as natural as 'tis for 
us to inquire after a Good, in which we 
may acquieſce, reſt ſatisfy' d, and have our 
Wants ſupply'd ; yet that our Happineſs is 
not here, is to be {een and read, in what we 
are made to feel, and often complain of, 
tho againſt our wills. Nay, *tis writ, as 
it were, with capital Letters in our deluded 
Hopes, and baffled Expectations, vainly 
formed on the Impoſtures, falſe Appearances, 
and empty Injoyments of the World. For 


tho our Expectations from it have been big, 


yet what but Diſappointment have we found 
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in it? And notwithſtanding we ſow mach, we Hag. 1. 6. 


bring in little. Men, tis true, of ſmall Ex- 

rience and Obſervation, may have other 
T houghts of the World, but a little time 
and trial more will, certainly convince them 
of this Truth: For, who that is about to 
leave this World, and ſees himſelf on the 
Borders of another, but will own the Va- 
nity and Emptineſs of all things here ? 
Yea if now we know any thing, as we ought 
to know, of theſe matters, we mult needs 
confeſs, that there is no Proportion here 
betwixt our ExpeQations and Injoyments; 
what we propoſe. to our ſelves, and do find 

g In 
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in the Creatures. For, contrary to tlie 
Heavenly Bodies, the more diſtant earthly 
Enjoyments are from us, the greater they 
are in our eye; but when we come at 
them, they appear very little and incon- 
fiderable; nor can we touch them, bur, 
like the Apples of Sodom, they preſently 
fall into Aſhes, notwithſtanding their beau- 
tiful Form. Children are vainly wont to 
conceit how high they could reach,were th 
on fach an Eminence. And with a Vanity 
equal to theirs, we are ready to think, 
could we bur get this State, or that Poſt, 
what great things we would do, and how 
happy we fhould be; whereas, havin 
obtain'd. it, we neither appear nor act accord- 
ing to our Pre- poſſeſſions, and vain Con- 
cetits, but are as far as before from what 
Ve had in view. In a word, 'tis often witn 
us as *twas with the Iaelites, who when 
were fed according to their luſting, 
with Manna and Quails, grew weary of 
both; and quickly did loath, what they had 
'{ impatiently defired. l. 


II. I come now to make ſome Reflec-. 
tions on what hath been ſaid. And 
here I might offer ſeveral thing, 
1. To humble our Pride and vain Coufi- 
2. To moderate our Grief and Care a- 
bout earthly Things. Ang. 
15 | 3. To 


e CO 


on at this time. 
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z. To diſſuade us from an immoderate 
Love of the World. OBW cit 
But *tis the laſt of theſe I defign to inſiſt 
j 1 


SGive me leave therefore to propoſe St. 


oF 
2 


John's Advice to you, Love not the World, 1 John 2. 


neither the things that are in the World, via. 
The Luft of the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eyes, 
aud the Pride of Life ; for, Al is Vanity. And 


ber me add, in the wordsof the kingly Fro 
3 phet, How long, ye Sons of Men, will ye love Pal. 4. 2. 


Vanity, and ſeek after Leaſing ? That this 
may have its due weight, pleaſe ro con- 


ſider, that the Love of this World is the 1 Tim. 6. 
Root of all Evil; and they drown them- “ © 


ſelves in Deſtruction and Perdition, who 


are reſolved to get it. And while we are 
| Friends of the World, we ſhall be the Eue- James 4.4. 


mies of God; ſince when we give it our Heart, 


wee make a God of it, as much as in us 


lies, and are guilty of Idolatry. 
There have, indeed, been many Opinions 


in the World, concerning the chief Good of 
Man; bur whatever it is, it muſt be every 
= way ſuited to our real Wants and juſt Be- 
7 fires, and be in it {elf an univerſal, perfect, 
and permanent Good, to be loved purely 


for itſelf, and not to a higher End. In this 


ſenſe, not to trouble you with the Notion 


of Malebranch and his Followers, or the va- 
rious Opinions of other Philoſophers; it 


holds true, without exception, There is none Math. 19. 


5 Good "7: 
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Good but God: Conſequently there is none 
beſide him, who ſhould be our chief and 
laſt End, who is to be eſteem'd moſt amia- 
ble, and is moſt to be deſired of us. And 
ſince we may ſay of our final Happineſs, 
as Job did of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 
Man 'knoweth not the Price of it, neither is 
it found in the Land of the Living: it fol- 
lows, that in hunting after it here below, 
we ſeek the Living among the Dead; diſquiet 
If. 55. 2. Our ſelves in vain ; ſpend our Mony for that 
which is not Bread, and our Labour for that 
which ſatisfieth-\not. Yea, while we thus 
think of finding that in a limited, which 
can only be had in an infinite Good, we 
expoſe our ſelves to the Mockery and De- 
luſion of a mere Phantom or Shadow. -. For 
| when the Soul lives and abides for ever, 
1 John 2. the World paſſeth away, and the Luſt thereof. 
'7* And what, alas! will the Soul do, when 
uncloth'd and ſtrip'd of all the things ſhe 
now delighteth in? 11 
It can't be long before this World, and all 
the Idols of it, will bid us all a final Fare- 
wel. For when Man dies, he can carry 
nothing of the World along with him. 
_ 12 And whoſe then ſhall all theſe things be And i 
x Cor. 16. if in this Life only we have Hope, what ia 
19. ſuch 1 hd we do? For, the Gods 
we have made, being taken away from us; 
Judges 18. what, according to Micah, have we more? 
2. Ils there any thing that can make up ſuch 
| | - 


Job 28.13, 
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of Mrs. SARAH WRIGHT. 33 
a Loſs? or, render it but tolerable to us ?: 
Or, in the words of our Saviour, : What ſball — 8. 
it profit « Man, if he ſhall gain the whole World,” 


aud loſe his own Soul'? FI 


Our Life is called a Warfare, and we, 
accordingly, are to behave ourſelves as good 
Soldiers of Chriſt. Now, no Mau, ſays the? THY @ 
Apoſtle, that warreth, intangleth himſelf with.” 


the Affairs of this Life. Lite is alſo compa- 


red to a Race, and therefore we muſt diet 
our ſelves, and ſee that we are disburden'd' 


of all earthly Weights, to the end we may 
ſo run as to obtain. And as e are ſometimes 
alſo: conſider'd as in the State of Travellers, 
fince our Journy is but ſhort; we ſhould 


not load and incumber our ſelves With un- 
neceſſary Proviſions. Nor need we be told, 


that without the leaſt Stop, we are ſwiftly 
paſſing to our everlaſting Home, which when 


ga few Days, or Moments more are paſt, 


we {hall not fail to reach: and then, be- 
ing ſwallow'd up in Eternity, *twill be a 
matter of great indifference to us, What 
were our Accommodations on the way, or 
our outward State while here. And even 
during our Abode in this World, were it 
not for Luxury, Ambition, profuſe Fancy 
and Imagination, how little of it would 
ſerve our turn, and be ſufficient for our 
ſhort ſtay? And at how low. a rate ſhould 
we value all beſides? Brethren, ſays the 
Apoſtle, the Time « ow. And what then 

is 
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x Cor. 7. 


29, 31. 
See Bez. 
in loc. 
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is his Advice? That we ſhouid therefore, 
as ſome have taught, eat and drink, and live 
like Swine, and in ſo brutiſh a manner 
make the moſt of our ſhort Time? By 
no means, but the direct contrary, That 
we wſe the World as not abuſing it; or, with 
that indifference of Mind, as if we uſed it 
not. | 
That we are Creatures deſign'd not fo 
much for this as another Life, ſeems plain 
from our Nature and Make : and therefore, 
while here, we ought to act like Expec- 
tants of another World. The Jews, when 
Exiles, forgot not their own Country, nei- 
ther could they be merry ina ſtrange Land. 
Beſides, unleſs we die to the World white 
we live, twill be hard to part with it when 
we come to die, And when that Hour 
approacheth, in which we muſt leave it, 
and our Places here ſhall know us no 
more, it will not fignify ſo much to us, 
what were our Circumſtances in it, 'as 
what was our Self-Denial, Sobriety, and 
Mortification towards it. Nay, to go down 
to the Chambers of Death, and Hell, in a 
more pleaſant and merry way than ſome 
others do, having the Smiles, Sun-ſhine, 
and Applauſe of this World, will not lef- 
ſen, but aggravate, and increafe Men's 
Miſery there. | Ke tk 


And 


| 
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And if we join thoſe. words of our Lord, 

How hardly al they that have | Riches enten Luke 18. 
into the Kingdom of God? with the Practice ** 
of Jeſurun, and Prayer of ee they nf 3 
inſtruct us in what we fee confirmed by 555, a 
common Obſervation; that the-more he in 
our ls, Cor- 
tho Difficulties 
of our Salvation increaſe upon us. Some 
few, it muſt be own'd, have been both 
J Great and Good ; but thence We can't con- 
clude, that their Temptations did not grow 


in proportion to their Eſtates. Nor * ab 
ö therefore A 


increaſes, the more, thro 
ruptions, our Danger, a 


ture, and reren the Pr = of. a ho 
ful Beginning 0 * 4 # 
= lf we Pay upon n the World, *will prave 
IJ deceitful, and be as a broken Re Reed to us:: 
and the Hope we build upon it ſhall he as 


confound our Thoughts to be ask'd, What 1 Hh 
Fruit we had in rhe things, whereof we are 3 
2 nor 


8, 9. 


| 


a Spider's Webb. And, oh! how Will it then Job 8. 14, 
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nom Hanel? Surel we ſhall ſee Reaſon 
Ch. 5. 8,9, then to ſay, as in che Wiſdom of Solomon 
What hath Pride Yoſired us, Or, what 2 
hath Riches, with our Vaunting, brought wu f 
All thoſe things 47 ed away 2 4 Shadom, 
and as 4 Poſt f. Haſted by. And being 
gone, they des: tha to any Comfort they can 
afford us, as if they had never been. Nay, 
when the World leaves us, it don't 

much as leave us a grateful Remembrance, 
or any delightſom Footſteps of it. For, as 
V. 10, 11. it there follows, Tis 4s 4 Ship that paſſeth 
over the Waves of the Water; or, as when 
a Bird hath flown through the Air; leaving 
no Trace, or Token of their Way to be 
found. *Tis true, we may make Reflec- 
tions upon it, but they'll all be ungrateful 2 
and tormenting to us. 4 
And even While the World is in our poſſeſ- 
ſion, doth it not commonly fill us with Vexa- 
rion and Trouble, partly through Fear of ll 
loſing what we have in it, and partly through WW 

Fear of being taken from it? O Death, 
cceſiaſti- therefore ſays the Son of Sirach, how bir. | 
cus 41. 1- er is the Remembrante of thee, to a Man that 
— liveth at Reſt in his Poſſeſſions: unto the Man 
-——-— that bath nothing to vex him, and that hath 
Proſperity in at things! On the contrary, 
the World cauſes others to die through an 4 
Exceſs of Joy; like that poiſonous Herb,” 
ſome write of, which threw Men into a | 
| mad and deadly Laughter. Yea, what 
5 numbers 
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numbers hath it kill'd in its Embraces, 
| and betray'd with a Kiſs? d 
Nor may we think to divide and ſhare 

our Hearts betwixt theſe Rivals, Hen 


and Earth; ſince 'tis ſo plainly told us, 
| We cannot ſerve God and Mammon. While Mats. 24. 
| we regale our ſelves therefore, in reking 


to gratify our earthly Deſires, we only ad 
Fuel to the Fire; and throw Oil into the 

Flame. What madneſs; then is it, for the 

fake of Luſts, that are not only mean and 

fordid, but never ſatisfy'd, to run the ha- 

zard of the Torments of Hell, which will 

never end? An inſatiable Appetite is rec- 

kon'd a fore judgment; which yet is the 

true Caſe, as you have heard, of the earthly- 

minded: For they enlarge their Deſire as Hell, Hab. 2. 5. 


, and are as Death, and cannot be ſatisfied. And 
, no wonder it ſhould be ſo, when their De- 


4 WF} fires, as St. James ſpeaks of the Tongue, 
; IF -re ſet on fire of Hell: Which never ſays, It Janes 3.5. 


% enough, And certainly, to hunt after that 3 
Which we can never find in this World, 
and prevent our ſelves thereby of the Hap- 
bigeßs of the next, is to make our ſelves. 
miferable in both. For 'tis but the Sha- 


dow of Happineſs that here we run after; 


K < which when ; WE purſye, ut flies from us, 

a by catching at it, we Joſe. the Suh- 

. = iahce. Is it Not great Pity then, that We 

ſhould labour in the ver) Fire, 4 y our 

t Nould labour in the very Fire, and weary our Hab. 2.13. 
* felyes for veryYanity ; whien in another way 
a= C3 we 


z8 
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we could not miſs' of Succeſs, and are 


1 Cor. 1s, fure, that our Labour will not be in vain in 


ult. 


Luke 6. 
24. 


Ch. 16.25. 


Rom. 1. 
25. 


the Lord ? | 

But could we obtain what we here pur- 
ſue, yet how dreadful, think you, mult it be 
q have our Portion of Eaſe and Reſt only 
in this Life? Wo, therefore, ſays Chriſt, 
anto you that are Rich, that is, in earthl 
things alone; for ye have reccie d your Conſo- 
ation. And what poor Comfort will it be 
unto us, to be bidden to remember, That 
in our Life-time we had our Good things, 
While others had their Evil? Yea, will it 
not' make our, Ears to tingle, and Hearts 
to ake, to be told, that we muſt be tor- 
mented, while They ſhall be comforted for ever- 
More e 

Me are not now, as our own Conſciences 
will tell us, in a State of Innocehcy ; and 
therefore, while here, we muſt not think 


ro injoy a Paradiſe, but to do Penance- 


And, indeed, to ſeek for Reſt here, is to 
diſturb the Divine Order, and to worſhip, 
and ſerve the Creature more than the Crea- 
tor. Nor is it poſſible, while we ſo do, 
that we ſhould anſwer the Deſign of the 
Chriſtian Religion ; bag. is to perfect, 
and exalt our Souls, taking En off 


4 the Objects of * e, and railing hem | 


to thoſe af Faith, which are more ex“ 
ceſlent. Nay; how much below the End 
and Law of our Creation ſhall we . 
or 
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for want of a Spiritual Guſt, and not fa» 
voring the Things of God, we purſue after 
no other Pleaſures than t of the Ani- 
= mal Life, which lie open to Brutes ? Pro- 
X digious! that nothing will pleaſe us, but 
that which can't; I mean, fo as to ſatisfy, 
and not ſatiate, or ſurfeit us! And how 
ſtrange is it, that we who have —_— 
Faculties, by which we can aſcend, an 
have Converſation above the Clouds, ſhould 
3 nevertheleſs be enamour'd with nothing 
but what makes court to our Senſes ? Or, 
that we won't believe and love what our 
Eyes do not ſee, tho the Evidence be plain 
and full, both of its Being and immenſe 
X Goodneſs? And *tis to be lamented, that 
our Aﬀections, contrary to what they were 
deſign d for, ſhould be ſo miferably miſplac'd, 


the ſupream Good; as manifeſtly they are, 


ſ ſet, not on things above, but on things on 
the Earth. As if the latter were preferable 


greater account than thoſe of Faith; when 
indeed, they are leſs than Nothing, and 
& Vanity, in compariſon of the ſubſtantial 
* =} Glory of the unſeen World. Surely our 
Folly herein is unſpeakably greater than 

that of the Indians, who are faid to part 
with their Gold for Glaſs. If therefore We 
laugh at them for ſo 8 what 2 
x 4 O 


1 as to be fix d upon an inferiour, inſtead of 


to the former, and ſenſitive Objects of 
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of Deriſion are we, in preferring the Tri- 
fles of this Earth, to the Felicities above ? 

- Byan immoderate Purſuit of the World, 
therefore, we do as well unman, as vainly 
fatigue and deceive our ſelves. For, if we 
continue, with thoſe mention'd by the Pro- 
phet Amas, to pant after the Duſt of the | 
Earth, it is a plain Symptom, not only of 
a diſtemper'd Palare, — of a crazy Brain, 
and an impair'd Intellect; and we ſeem to 
forget that *twas a Curſe upon the Serpent, 
That he ſhould ear Duſt all the Days of. bis 
Life, Nor is this conſiſtent with our near 
affinity to the World of Spirits, that we 
feed ſo greedily on Husks, which will ſa- 
tisfy none but Swine. To ſeek for a Para. 
die in this Deſart, what is it, but to pro. 
claim to the World, that we are not well 
in our Wits? it being that which can't be 
found here, unleſs by Madmen and Fools. 
ITis not a little that we detract from our 
Souls, while we imagine they can be ſa- 
tisty'd with what this World furniſhes, 
Our Pleaſures here are all muddy, and far 
from refined; and while we ſuffer our ſelves 
to diſſolve in them, ſpending our days in 
Luxury and Softneſs, we offend againſt the 
Dignity, as well as Author of our Beings. 
Man was made for an higher End than 
to grovel ongthe Ground, and embrace a 
Dunghil. The Earth therefore ſhould not 
he our Pillar, but Footſtool; and inſtead 


of 
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of lying down to reſt, we ſhould trample 
upon it: which we are taught, as ſome 
think, by that Hieroglyphic, in the Reve- 
lation of St. John, of a Woman cloth d with Rev. 12. i. 
X the Sun, and the Moon under her Feet. 
Our Hopes, Inquiries, and Aims, are not 
then to be confin'd to the things of th 
Life; and we fadly fail, not only of our 
Duty and Intereft, but of what we pro- 
feſs, if they riſe no higher, and we look 
no farther. And as it caſts a Reproach 
on our Reaſon, to be ſuch Moles and Worms 
of the Earth, as to be blind and uncon- 
eern'd about Heaven; ſo we contradict our 
X ſelves when we talk of the Glory of ano- 
ther World, and yet are willing to have 
our Portion in this. You would think it 
very abſurd in a Pilot, always to ſteer, and 
bend his Courſe to the quite contrary Point 
to which he was bound: or, for a Man to 
turn his Back on the Object he pretends 
to purſue, and thereby render himſelf leſs 
capable of finding what he would be thought 
to be in queſt of, than if he made the 
blindeſt Search imaginable after it. But as 
abſurd as this is, 'tis our own Caſe, while, 
notwithſtanding our high and heavenly 
Calling, we ſeck' for Happineſs in an infe- 
riour, and not the higheſt Good. 
Moreover, *tis to be conſider'd, that this 
earthly Mindedneſs, from which Jam diſ- 
fading, as it argues a great Defect in our 
18 Under- 
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Heb. 12. 
16. 


Job 30. 8. 


ITim. 5. 8. 


Perceptions of it are right, and according 
to Truth. For which reaſon it may be not 
unfitly compar'd to thoſe uy Shows, ® 
through a 
falſe Medium, but loſe all their Beauty in 
an 
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Underſtandings, ſo no leſs a Depravity in 
our Wills. For if Eſau was deem'd a pro- 
fane Perſon, Who for one Morſel of Meat 
ſold his Birth- right; what are they, who 


ſell their heavenly Patrimony for a little a 


ſordid Dung? Surely theſe, thus earthly 


in their Souls, are not only the Children of 


Fools, as Job ſpeaks, but viler than the Earth; 
and ſhall therefore be ſpued out of its Mouth, 
into the bottomleſs Pit. 

The uſe of the World, *tis true, is allow*d 
us; but to abuſe it, by making it our 
End, or not to uſe it in ſubordination to 
an higher End, is as plainly forbidden us. 
And while we uſe it, and the Good things 
of it, its Luſts and ſinful Pleaſures are to 
be avoided, Yea, tho in a ſubordinate 
way, and with moderation, we may re- 
joice in all that we have; yet if we live 
in Pleaſure, making it, as we ſay, our 

lement, like the ſenſual Widow, we are 
dead while we live; and, what is dreadful 
to think, ſhall be damned when we die. | 

We are apt to have too high an Opi- 
nion of the World, when we look on it 
through a Magnifying-Glaſs; but our E- 
ſteem of it preſently finks, whenever our 


which look agreeably eno 
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an open Light. And even thoſe things we 
commonly value above the reft the 
World, 42 their Worth, not ſo much 
from any Excellency of their own, as from 
the good, or rather Wrong Opinion, we 
have of them. And 'tis a known caſe, 
that the World, which lies in wait to de- 

ceive us, takes the advantage of our Error 

and Ignorance. It ſhines therefore in the 
dark, but loſeth its Luſtre, like many other 
things, when it comes to the light. And 

X were it not that we had wrong 4 77 

ſions of it, we could never be ſo fottiſh as 

to erect Altars, and ſacrifice our All to it. 

= But when once our Eyes are open'd, we ſhall 

ſee our Polly ; as Adam and Eve ſaw their 

XZ Nakedneſfs, and were aſham'd. Yea, ſhould 

ve once find our ſelves trick'd and ruin'd 

by it, which God grant we never may; 

ve ſhould then hate it, more than ever 

we lov'd it. And how little will they 
think of the World, who for it have pawn'd, 

x aay, ſold their precious Souls; when they 

come to conſider what a ſorry Exchange, 

and wretched Barga in they have made? Our 

Saviour hath liken'd Hypocrites to 4 whited Math. 23. 

Sepalchre, which appears beautiful without, 27: 

but within is fall of dead Mens Bones, and 

all Uncleanneſs: The like may be ſaid of 

X the World. And as the Sepulchres of the 

Jess are ſaid to have been whitgd, that Men 

might the better ſee and avoid them, and 

OCE 
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not contract an Uncleanneſs to themſelves, 
by touching of them; ſo it were well if | 
we could learn to be thus cautious of the | 
World. Did we but take notice of the 
Filthineſs that is in it, we could not but 
ſee reaſon to loath it, whatever Gloſs, Men, 
and the Deceiver of Mankind, in conjunc- 
tion with our wild Conceits, have put 
upon it. | 5 = 

The World, indeed, often ſings us a Sy- 
ren's Song, which carries a kind of Faſci- 
nation in it-to thoſe, who do not, with the 
deaf Adder, ſtop their Ears againſt the 
Charmer; and having thrown us into un- 
natural Tranſports, or lull'd us aſleep, we 
are entertain*d with pleaſing Dreams, of 
Riches, Honours, or Pleaſures, ſuited to 
our Guſt and Inclination. But when a ſick 
Bed, or ſome awakening Providence, brings 
us to our Senſes, or Death 'opens our Eyes, 
which Unbelief had ſhut, and the Light 
of another World ſtrikes upon them; all 
theſe things will then be found to be but 
airy Bubbles, and, as Spectres of the Night, 
they'll vaniſh, and be ſeen no more. And, 
believe me, the Intent of this Syren, in 


ſeeking to charm us, and lock up our Sen- 


ſes, is only to get an Opportunity eifeg- 7 
tually to deſtroy us. I 
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From the whole then, let us ſee that 
we be not as the Children, of. Reaben and Numb. 32. 
Gad, who were for ſetting, up their Habi- ** 
tation and Reſt in the Land of Gilead; 
rather than paſs over Jordan, to inherit the 
Land of Promiſe. , Yea, our Care ſhould 
be, not to worſhip a Lump of Earth, or 
any thing belonging to it, of the ſame 
periſhing Qualities with our Bodies, Which, 


originally, were taken and form'd out of 


it. Neither let us be ſo cruel to our own 
Souls, as to tie them to ſo diſagreeable an 
Object. And whoſoever ſhall do this, is 


more inhuman to himſelf, than ever 


Mezentias was to others; who is ſaid to 


A have tied the Living to dead Bodies, that 
their Death might both be prolonged and 


che more terrible. In a word, as we would 


not that God ſhould be our Enemy, we 


mult take heed leſt we fall into that Friend- 
ſhip of the World, which is Enmity with James 4-4 


3 him. And therefore let me exhort you in 
the words of the Prophet Micah, Ariſe ye hic. 2. 10. 


and depart, for this is not your Reſt. 

And now that we may do thus, we ſhould 
ſo ſet the Varniſh of this World, and the 
ſolid Glory of the next, one over againſt 
the other, as to form a Compariſon between 
them; and thus continue to do, till we come 


to fix our Hearts on that which ſhall ap- 


pear to be moſt deſerving of them. And 
© * 6. 
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on which fide this will fall, if our diſcern- 
ing Faculty be but rightly diſpos'd, is very 
eaſy to determine. For while we act ra- 
tionally, we can never prefer broken C/- 
terns to the Fountain of living Waters; or 
| chuſe to dwell in the Houſe f Bondage, ra- 
| ther than breathe in a free Air, and poſſeſs 
1 a fertile Country, even « Land that flows | 
| with Milk and Honey. We are therefore, 1 
| ſay, well to conſider the difference there is 
betwixt the things of Time, and thoſe of 
Eternity; poſſeſſing our Minds, as well of | 
the Truth and Excellency of the latter, as 
of the Vanity and Emptineſs of the for- 
1 mer. „ lags you 3 be 3 and 
| qvercome by earthly Delights and Injo 
ments, We mould Flake fe deep, ks 0 
often as we can, of thaſe Pleaſures that flow 
from above; and fo immerge our ſelves in 
them, that our Minds may receive their 
deepeſt Tincture, and brighteſt Colours 
from them. _— e 
| Nor muſt we ſuffer the World to hood- 
I! wink us, or put out our Eyes, as the Phi- 
il liſtines did 57. for then ſhall we be- 
come an w ey to it, and on all Occa- 
fions be the Sport of it. When Haas Eyes 
were dim, that he could not ſee, he was 
unable to diſtinguiſh betwixt Eſau and Ja. 
cb. And when ever the World gets. the 
blind ſide of us, we ſhall eaſily be impoſed 
upon 


* 
3 
7 
* 
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upon by it, and without any ſcruple, take 
Pebble tones for Pearls; and notwith- 
ſtanding the Cheat, conceit our ſelves, like 
= Ephraim, to be rich, and to have found ont Hoſea 12. 
Sabſtance; and ſay with the Laodiceans, we 5 
are increasd with Goods, and have need of no. © 

thing. | | | 
1 Ir concerns us therefore, as often as may 
be, ro withdraw from the World, that we 
may the better attend to the Dictates of 
our own Minds. Neither muſt we ſhut out 
the Light which God is pleag'd to give us of 
another World; for to behold it, as repre- 
ſented by Divine Revelation, is one of the 
beſt Preſervatives againſt all the Intice- 
ments of this World. And could we but 
weigh the World in an equal Ballance, 
and view it juſt as tis, without its Var- 
Iniſh and Paint, with which it is wont to 
miſrepreſent it ſelf, and deceive Mankind; 
ue ſhould be fo far from admiring and 
chuſing ir for it ſelf, or as a Competi- 
tor with Heaven, that from a low, but 

Puſt Opinion of it, we ſhould not a little 
Heſpiſe it. In a word, did we duly go- 
Wvern our Appetites, =_ the Avenues of 

the Heart, our Bodily Senſes, and corre& 
he Errors of our Mind, as to temporal 

things; it would be a vey yon Step to 
; Wpreveat the Deſign of the World upon us, 
and our doting upon it. Nor can we be 


in 
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in any danger from it, while our Hearts 
are well fortify d; ſince it never prevails 
over us againſt our Wills, and hath no 
Charms but what our Concupiſcence im- 


parts to it. For whatever Virtue there 


may be in the Earth, to attract groſs Bo- 
dies to it ſelf; yet it could never draw: 
and enamour our Souls (which are not 
only of a finer Subſtance, but made for 


an higher Purpoſe) was it not our own i 


Fault. --;:- 0. 100 
But as what I have hitherto ſpoke on 
this Head has been principally in the gene- 
ral, ll beg your Patience while I offer a 
few more particular Directions. And, 


1. Let us beware of every thing that 
may directly occaſion the ſetting: our 
Hearts on this World. In reſpect then of: 
our ſelves, this Evil is remarkably owing 
to our ſhort-ſightedneſs and wrong Ideas; 
for heavenly things being out of our light, 2 


are too often out of our thoughts; w 


terrene Objects being preſent, take all ad- 
And tho our Notions of them are very diſa- 


greeable to the Nature of the things, and 


wide of Truth, yet they too much accord 
with our deprav'd Minds. And it muſt be 
confeſs d, that our too great Intimacy with 
the World, gives it an Opportunity to prao⸗ | * 
tiſe upon us, and ſteal away our Hearts. 


Sin 
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Sin alſo; thro its Deceiefulneſs, as well as 
Strength and Violence,” will; if we look 
not well to it, give Fs Biaſs to our 
Minds, as will incline and determine them 
to earthly Objects. And our Love to theſe - 
is too —* blown into a Flame, and heigh- 
ten'd thro the Subtilty of Satan, in recom- 
mending and . of this Clod of Earth 
by falſe Lights, an and the Gloſs he puts ops 
on it. 
The Examples of others” alſo contribite 
ry much to this. The World hath great 
Numbers who adore it, and ſet up as Can- 
Widates for it; and we are naturally in- 
1 in'd, out of Pride and' Emulation, to out- 
"= our Neighbours if we can; or elſe are 
E Wver-caly; and will be Fools for Company. 
3 Z ſides, what further excites our Minds in 
he purſuit of this World, is, becauſe tho 


but of few to get much of it, Which 


ben be to d pr them?!” 
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* 


, 
- 
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ang hunt and ſeek after it, yet 'tis the? 


43 ery much heightens our Opinion of their 
Felicity. The bright and quickning Beams 
f the Sun, which ſhed themſelves on all, 
F nd the common Elements of Water and 
Air, ſo-neceſſary for uſe, we take but 'lit- 
Ne notice of; and were the moſt admir'd 
Whings of this World diſpensd in the like- 
FF ommon manner, how ready Trould "ING 


| D | ' From 
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From the whole then we may ſee, that 
we ought to deny our ſelves, converſe with 
inviſible Objects, and be renew'd in the Spi- 
rit of our Minds; yea, that we muſt ſtrivg!; 
againſt Sin, withſtand Temptation, and 
keep at a diſtance from all the Allurements; | 
of this evil World, as we would not be be- 
tray'd into an immoderate Love of it. And: | 
for our further Security againſt itt. 

2. In the next place, let us look to the 
End and Concluſion of the World. We 


1 Pet. 4. 7. are exprelly told by St. Peter, That the End; | 


therefore the Son of Sirach might well * C 

ad. . ui. Whagfoever ti takeſt. in hard, remember the. 
End, and thoa ſhult never do amiſſ.. Fot: 

9 


of all things is at hand. And did we now Þ 

ſee the World, as twill then look, howt, 8 
little would the Grandeur, and what we 
eſteem the Glory of it, ſeem unto us? And, 


this would very much guard us againſt thoſe: ? 
Extremes, which we are ſo ready to run in- 
to, And we ſhould be very indifferent to 
all the Delights of Senſe, if we did dut 
conſider that 'tis but a very little while, 
and they will ceaſe to affect us: or, if, as: 
the Philoſopher advis'd concerning Pleaſurcy, 
we look'd on the World, not as it comes | 
but goes, not as, it finds but leaves us. 
And, Oh! what an Alteration, will it make 
in our Minds about the World, when ve 
ſhall ſee the Glory, Plenty and Delights of £ 1 
+ 22940 2 turn 
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turn d into Shame, Want, 4nd Miſery ? 
And that it will be thus, and ſooner perhaps 
than we are aware of, is too plain a Trutk 
to be deny'd, as fad a Conſideration as cis 
„do ſome. For when the Warld goes, 2 
leaves the Promiſes it hath made us 
perform'd, and our Souls empty 4nd, m. 
ked: Empty, I fay, of what is ge 5 
but full of Horror, Remorſe, Deſpair, and 
every thing that's cormenting, 

8 alas! how is it that we ſhould m ind 
the End of che World, who Are fo 5 y 
etful of our own, and need en all gc- 
ons to be told that we are Men, frajl 
and mortal? Strange! that While we 
ven and Waſte our Spirits, a8 well as ma 
F zrate aur Bodies, by ſcanching after We 
know not what in the Earth, we ſhould, e. 
Ver once remember that we are hut Dyfi; 
2 nor entertain a ſerious Thought of. chat 
EFlace, fo often before us, where all civil 
Dictinctions vaniſh, and the Rich and the 
4 _ meet together, and Mipgis thay 
1. N , 


= 
lt 

a 

U a "6 


e 


T 


bw. 


priaing Proſpect is yet beyund ati An In- 


voluptuous Perſon, ſpoken of in the Para- 
J * who, when upon Earth, Was clothid 
D 2 in 


But cho tere to be wiſh'd that WE wene 
brought thus far in our Thoughts, yet here 
we are not to op, tor 4 mheh more ſur- 


Ft 


Wtance.of which we have in the end of that -- 
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in Purple and fine Linen, and far'd ſump- 
tuouſly every day; but when he died, 
was turn'd naked into Hell, having no- 
thing to Wrap himſelf in but mercileſs 
Flames, and not ſo much as a Drop of Wa- 
ter to cool his Tongue in the midſt of them. 
By which we may fee, how ſad will be 
the End of all Perſons of that Character: 
For being awaken'd by Death out of their 
Dreams of Happineſs, in Hell they'll lift 
up their Eyes, and find themſelves ſur- 
rounded on every fide with the devouring 
Flames of an everlaſting Fire. And did 
we but go into the Sanctuary, and put the 
World into the Scales there, we ſhould find 
it very deficient of what we took it to be, 
Hoſ. 12. . When the Ballances of Deceit were in ou 
Hands; and having thus been once dul 
appris'd both of the End of it, and f 
thoſe who fix their Hearts upon it, we 
ſhould neither trouble our ſelves long a- 
bout it, or be deceiv'd by it. Nor is it 
= difficult to imagine what a check it would 
1 be upon our ſenſual Enjoyments, did we 
Rom. 8.6. but conſider, that to be carnally minded is 
Peil. 2.10. Death; and that their End is Deſtruction, 
who, without Moderation, mind earthly 
| things. For who wquld covet to live deli- i 
Rey. 18.7. cioully like Babylon, that well conſiders WW 
what a Degree of Torment ſhall be given 
-her, ſooner or later? And was the * 
a = 


4 
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| ral, Man, or blind Epicare, but once pre» 
ö vaibd upon to open his Eyes, and behold 
: his Danger, his Converſion from the Crea- 
7 ure to his Maker might not then be de- 
E pair'd of. For did he ſeriouſly conſider, 
L that while he runs into all Exceſs of Riot, Rom. 13, 
s ſpending his Time in Chambering and . 2. 3. 
VWantonneſs, and ſerving divers Luſts and 
Pleaſures, he is all that time treaſuring up 
© unto himſelf Wrath againſt the Day of 
0 Wrath, and going in the broad way to 

Deitruction, and even 4s an Ox goeth to the Prov. 7. 

; = Slaughter, or 4 Fool to the Correftion of the 
e Stocks; did he, I fay, but think on all 
4 this, it would, as may reaſonably be pre- 
5 
Ir 
4 
e 
a 
It 


ſum'd, affect him, as the Hand-writing on 
= the Wall did r amidſt his Jollity, Dan. 5. 5, 

when he was feaſting with his Lords and 

Princes, Wives and Concubines; or ſto 

him however in his Career. But, alas 

_ ZFwhillt he turns his Back upon his. God, jer. 50.38. 
and is mad upon his Idols, he little thinks 
nc: cis me bus Life... 5 

Solomon would nat that we ſhould look prov. 7. 

pon the Wine when it is red, when it giveth 23. 

his Colour in the Cap, when it maveth it ſelf 4- 

74 right: neither ſhould we look on the World 


e at preſent, in 4 gaudy Dreks, Jef 
£ 5 our Hearts be entic'd with it; but rather 
„ie its End, and conſider, that, like that, 


nn | ” 0 . 0 1280 þ Prov. 23. | 
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A Funeral Sermon on the Death 
like an Adder. And 'tis with this View 
that he addreſſes to Youth in that ironi- 
Eecl.11.5- cal manner, when he ſays, Rejoice, 
Joang Man in thy Touth, and let thy Heart 
thear thee in the days of thy Yoath, and walk | 
in the ways 4 thy Heart, and in the fght of 
#thine Eyes; but know thou, that for all theſe 
things God will bring thee into Judgment. 
As if he had faid, conſider the Iſſue of 
ſuch a Courſe, and follow it if thou durft. 
And who in his Senſes, that conſiders the | 
one, can prevail with himſelf to do the 
Prov. 14. other F ow heartleſs would be Our ; 
12. Laughter, and all carnal Joy, did we 
but conſider that the End of that Mirth. is 
Heavineſs ? And elſewhere the ſame Wiſe- 
Ed. 7.8. man tells us, Better is the End of a thing, 
and more to be regarded, thay the Begin- © 
ning thereof; which ſhould therefore be 
duly conſider'd in all that we enterprize 
and go about. And this is what I have 
now been adviſing to, that ſo we might 
5 very cautious how we catch at the 
Baits of the World, its Pomps and Vani- 
ties. Purſuant to which Delign, © a 
3. In the laſt 4 Berg us be perſuaded 
to implore the Divine Aſſiſtance. By 
Prayer our Souls aſcend to Heaven, and 
Join'd with Faſting, it hath a might 
. Tendency to ſubdue all flefhly and wortd- 
h Luſts. And the God we call upon 
* . i ; can 
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can ſet the Evidence and Hxcellency of a 
future Happineſs in ſo clear a Light, as 
will effectually convince us both of its 
Truth and tranſcendent Goodneſs. Yea, 
he can take off thoſe Weights by which Pal. 119. 
we are bow'd down to the Earth, and** 
remove thoſe ill Diſpoſitions of Mind, 
which make us cleave to the Duſt. And 
tho our Souls, like an heavy and lifeleſs 
Lump, ſtir not from the Earth, yet there's 
Energy enough in his Grace to quicken 
and raiſe them up to Heaven. And if 
he will but come down to us, by the At- 
trations of his Spirit, like EzzkiePs Wheel, 
== we ſhall be lifted up from the Earth, and 
= aſcend to him. For tho we, by our own 
Strength, can no more ſhake off the 
World, and caſt it out of our Hearts, 
than ſtem the Tide, or ſtop the Sun in its 
Courſe; yet to him, who is omnipotent, 
this is very eaſy. And tho our Inclinations 
to the things of this Life, as a ſecond Na- 
ture, are ſo prevalent upon us, that we 

can no more controul, maſter or eradi- 
cate them, than the Ethiopian can change 14.13. 23. 
his Skin, or the Leopard his Spots ; yet 

he that rais'd Lazarus out of his Grave, 

and made a World out of nothing, by the 
Word of his Power, can do it. Where- 

fore, on theſe and the like Conſiderations, 

we ſhould cry mightily unto God for 

1 * "2 ſuch 
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56 A Funeral Sermon on the Death 
ſuch Influences of his Spirit upon our 
Souls, as may raiſe them far above all 
Nom. 5-5-earthly Objects; that he would ſo diffuſe 
Pal. 115. his Grace, and ſhed abroad his Love in 
our Hearts, that our Love may yet abound | 
more and more to him; and that he 
would enable us daily to make uſe of Ja- 
cob's Ladder to aſcend to Heaven, and 
Ver. 37. turn away our Eyes from beholding Va- 
nity. And ſince Faith is his Gift, and 
moſt contrary to a ſenſual Life, we ſhould 
humbly beſeech him to help our Unbe- 
lief, and to work that Faith in us which | 
overcomes this World, and enters on a 
better. Nor muſt we forget to pray, that 


Phil. 3-10, We may | know Chriſt, and the Power of bis 
Reſurrection, and the Fellowſbip of his S . 
ferings ; without which, we ſhall neither be 

Col. 3. 1. conformable to bis Death, nor ſeck thoſe things 


which are above., 


i r 


Io conclude : Let us fall on our Knees, i 
and earneſtly beg, that God would give 
Numb. . us ſuch a Reliſh of the heavenly Manna, 
& as may keep us from luſting after Onions 
and Garlick; and that it may pleaſe him 
to. repleniſh us with that living Water, 
which whoſoever drinketh, ſhall never thirſt 
Joh. 4.14, more after Vanity. e ail 
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8 ſhe was adorn'd, are not eaſily repreſen» 
1 be more ſignificant than Words can be. 
4 diſappoint the Audience, I'll take leave to 


4 obſerve, That as *twas' many years paſt 
that ſhe ſet out in the ways of Wiſd 
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. (1310 AOISERIS wv OCNVW it ; 
have now done with my Text; but 1 
know you'l expect that ſomething ſhould 
be ſaid of another Subject, and that we 
pay our Reſpects, in the ſolemneſt manner 
we can, to the Memory of the Deceag'd; 
And on this 1 ſhall be ſhorter than other- 
wiſe I might be, partly becauſe of the 
Nearneſs of my Relation; partly becauſe 
you have fully known her Manner of Life, 2 Tim. 3. 
together with her Faith, Long-ſuffering and 
Charity, as the Apoſtle ſays of himſelf 
to ' Timothy ; and partly becauſe the un- 
common Endowments of Mind, with which 


ted. In which caſe, Silence, perhaps, may 


Nevertheleſs, that I may not altogether 


and took upon her the Profeſſion of Chriſt, 
and his Name; ſo ever ſince ſhe was 
help'd, thro the Grace of God, to own 
him in all his Offices, ſhe never fail'd, 
ſave. involuntarily; thro the Reſtraints. of 
Providence, to fill up her Place in his 
Houſe, and at his Table: which ſhe did 
to good purpoſe, as we have ground to be- 
lieve; and not, in fo remiſs a manner, as, 
God knows, too many do. 3 
S Thoſe 
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Thoſe who were acquainted with her 
as a Chriſtian, muſt be very ſenſible, that 
God had given her to know the Myſtes 
ries of his Kingdom, in a very conſidera» 
ble ree. From whence ſhe was ablez 
on all occaſions, like the gout Houſholder 
our Saviour mentions, to bring forth out of 
ber Treaſure things nem ard old, and to give 
4 Reaſon of the Hope which was in her, viz. 
her Chriſtian Faith. In which ſhe was 
bleſsd with a ſound Judgment, in Mat- 
ters particularly which are fundamental, 
and of the greateſt Concernment. For as 
ſhe ſtedfaſtly believ d the Reſurrection of 
the Body, and the Life everlaſting, with 
the reſt of the Articles of our Criſtian 
Creed; fo ſhe alſo believ'd, that there is 
no. Name given under Heaven where 
Sinners can be ſav'd, but that of Chril 
Accordingly her dence was intirely 
upon him, and his Righteouſneſs, as the 
alone Saviour and Refuge for Sinners. 
And this Faith, which was thus fix'd 
on the Merits of a dying Jeſus, ſhew'd it 
ſelf by good Works; which inſtead of 


reciting, I will leave to praiſe her in the 


Gates, | WOE 
As ſhe was an Enemy to Bigotry and 
Superſtition, ſo ſhe was very Catholick in 


her Charity : For inftead of confining it 


to a Party, ſhe was known to extend it 
2s to 
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to all fincere Chriſtians ; therefore ſhe 
had a free Converſation with all ſuch in- 
differently, as occaſion did preſent, tho of 
a different Perſuaſion from her ſelf in 
ſome things. For tho ſhe made Conſci- 
ence to have her ſtated Communion inthe 
Worſhip of God, with thoſe ſhe thought 
neareſt the Rule of his Word; yet ſhe ve- 
ry well knew that the Kingdom of God 
did not conſiſt in Meats and Drinks, and 
was able to diſtinguiſh the eſſential from 
the more minute and ritual Parts of Re- 
ligion: which ſome, thro the Prejudice 
of Education, a miſguided Zeal, and ri- 
71d Ternper, either cannot, or will not 


O. 

She was noted by many for her pub- 
lick Spirit, and few perhaps of her Sex 
and Station have been more concern'd 


than her felf about the Publick Good. 


And by the Will ſhe left behind her, *tts 
ſufficiently evident, that ſhe had the In- 
tereſt of Religion much at heart. And, 
Oh! how many will feel the want of 
her, -whofe Neceffities ſhe hath many 
times ſupply'd! But now the is gone to 
receive her Reward, by being repleniſh'd 
at the Fountain- Head, from him who fillerh 


dl ina 


The 


59 


60 


A Funeral Sermon on the Death 


The Death of her dear Husband, more 
than two years paſt, was a great Trial 
to her, and did not a little ſhock her 
Conſtitution, which had been ſome what 


broken before... And while in that reſpe& 


The, had; as I may fay, one Foot in the 
Grave for ſo conſiderable a Time, tis not 
to be doubted but ſhe was very thought- 
ful of her latter End, and the leſs ſur- 
priz d when Death came and attack d her 
in ſo haſty and violent a manner. And 


what I ſaid on the Suddenneſs of his Death, 


upon the like melancholy occaſion with 
this, is applicable, in a great meaſure, to 
her own; and therefore permit me now 
to refer you to that. Only I am willing 
to add, That tho, to her great Sorrow, 
ſhe had loft the one half of her ſelf, in 
the Loſs of ſo near a Relative ; yet as that 


became a Means, in the Hand of God, 


to crucify her to the World, and the Vani- 
ties of it, ſhe now finds it, we may well 
hope, to turn greatly to her Account, even 
her eternal Gain, 1 

It hath been the Wiſh of many, that 
when their Lord ſhould come to call for 
them, he might find them imploy'd in 
the Work which he gave them to do. 
And Providence ſo order'd it, that this 
ſhould be the Lot of the Deceas'd : For 


on the Lord's Day, while ſhe was at- 


tending 
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of M. SARAH WAMAIGur. 
tending on God's publick Worſhip; and 
much impreſs'd with his Word, ſhe was 
taken very ill with a Chillneſs and Shi- 
vering over her Bode/. 
In the Evening, being follow'd with 
Stitches in her Side, ſhe told her Servant, 
that ſhe thought ſhe was ſtruck with Death. 
Nevertheleſs, as one who knew that all 
in this World is Vanity, and accordingly 
had plac'd her Happineſs, not in the Crea- 
ture, but the Creator, ſhe expreſs'd her- 
ſelf in the Pſalmiſt's Words, The Lord is 
the Strength of my Heart, and my Portion for 
ever: Which Words ſhe told a worth 
Gentlewoman in the ſame Lodgings wit 


her, with whom ſhe had- contracted no 
ſmall Friendſhip, and who had been of 


reat uſe to ſupport and comfort her un- 


er all her Troubles. 

In ſome little time after her Head was 
ſo affected, that ſhe became inſenſible of 
the threatning Symptoms then upon her. 
And within twenty four Hours after that 


ſhe made her Exit, in a very quiet man- 


ner ; and is now, I doubt not, with her 
Saviour, in the Fruition of that God, 
whom ſhe found to be the Strength of 


her Hart, and choſe to be her Portion for 
ever. 
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In which wiſe and happy Chaice, char 
we may imirate and follow. ber, ant im 
every thing elſe wherem ſhie was Pute 


worthy, God of his 
Chriſt his fake. Amn. 
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